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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  
18th May 2011, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 
 
Present  Apologies 
Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] Dr T Barry [TB] 
Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CNW] Prof. P Gibbard [PG] 
Dr P Bown [PBo] Dr M Hounslow [MH] 
Dr A Coe [AC] Dr J Marshall [JM] 
Dr D Condon [DC] Dr K McNamara [KM] 
Prof J Cope [JC] Dr M Oates [MO] 
Dr J Gregory [JG] Prof. P Pearson [PP] 
Dr D Kemp [DK] Dr J Powell [JP] 
Dr A Kerr [AK] Dr M Williams [MW] 
Dr R Knox [RK] Dr J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 
Prof. P Rawson [PR]  
Dr M Simmons [MS]  
Dr A Smith [AS]  
Dr C Storey [CS]  
New member in italics 
Drs Chris King and Andy Newell were invited for the discussions on the Tertiary Special 
Report and attended the entire meeting 
 
Item 1 Apologies 
AG formally welcomed Craig Storey as a new member and thanked Drs Chris King and 
Andy Newell for being able to attend the meeting to contribute to the discussion under 
Item 4b of the Agenda. 
 
Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th Feb 2011 
The minutes, taken by JP, were accepted. 
  
Item 3 Matters Arising 
1) JP to report back on development of crowd-sourcing technology application to report 
temporary exposures. Action closed. See Item 7. 
 
2) CW to forward finalised ORS report to JM for assessment of revisions. 
 Action closed. Bill Barclay submitted the revised report for internal review by the BGS 
Stratigraphy Commitee in March 2011. A digital copy of the draft report was forwarded 
to JM for information and consideration. It would be hoped that the finalised report may 
be submitted for Stratigraphy Commission review at the October meeting. 
 
3) All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, especially related to the 
section on British GSSPs. Action ongoing. MH was not at the meeting to discuss any 
contributions. 
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4) All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact Factors. JZ to 
compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. Action 
ongoing. JZ was not able to attend, but it was noted that all members should send their 
views to JZ when he has circulated the proposed Geoscientist article.  
 
5) JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: a proposed 
realignment” to all members. Action ongoing. JZ circulated to members a draft of this 
manuscript on 9th Feb 2010, requesting comments. A subsequent revised/published 
version has not been circulated.  
 
6) JZ to contact Brian Pratt (chair of ISSC) for guidance on how to progress a decision 
on usage of Ma .v. myr. Action ongoing. No news on developments. 
 
7) AS to send manuscript submitted to the Bulletin of the GSA to CW for circulation to 
members of the Commission. Action closed. See Item 5.1. 
 
8) RK to draft a further manuscript on the Tertiary, including an international 
perspective as to how the term is used outside the UK. Action ongoing. See Item 5.2. 
 
9) AG to determine if the Society holds a database of national stratigraphical 
commissions. Action closed. AG reported that the Society does not hold such a database. 
MS has notified the Commission of a useful website that provides an incomplete but very 
useful listing http://www.uni-mainz.de/FB/Geo/Geologie/GeoSoc.html 
 
10) JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future meeting on 
episodes of stasis. Action ongoing. JZ was not at the meeting to discuss ideas. 
 
11) RK to contact Chris King to raise the issue of including lithostratigraphical 
definitions in the BGS framework report for the Tertiary. Action closed. See Item 4.2. 
 
12) CNW to invite Andy Newell/Don Aldiss and Chris King to as forthcoming meeting 
to present their views. Action closed. See Item 4.2. 
 
13)  JM to prepare a paper on behalf of the Commission on the Ma. vs myr. Issue (and for 
Ka vs kyr).  Action ongoing. JM was not at the meeting to discuss ideas. 
 
14) AG to contact Paul Barrett of the Joint Committee of Palaeontology and David Smith 
to discuss the scope of the meeting. Action closed. See Item 6.2. 
 
15) AS and AG to contact the GSA with a view to suggesting a joint meeting in the UK. 
Action closed. See Item 6.4. 
 
Item 4 Publications 
4.1 JG reported that the Special Reports for the Cambrian and Carboniferous are still on 
course for publication in July and July/August, respectively.  
 
JG circulated a current status report compiled by Chris King which anticipated delivery 
of completed manuscript for the Tertiary Special Report by 1st September. The report has 
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necessarily extended beyond the remit of British Isles to include Faroes, East Greenland, 
Denmark, Netherlands, NW Germany, Belgium and France to avoid termination of 
description within the middle of sedimentary basins. Resolution of the relationship of this 
report with the BGS Stratigraphical Framework Report for the Tertiary of southern 
England (onshore) needs to be resolved as soon as possible. See Item 4b.  
 
JG and PR have held discussions concerning the Cretaceous Special Report 
 
MO has reported some progress with the offshore chapter of the Jurassic Special Report. 
 
Geoff Warrington has been in contact with CW concerning the BGS Sherwood Sandstone 
Group Stratigraphical Framework Report which will have direct impact on the Triassic 
Special Report. Keith Ambrose (BGS) has forwarded new Lexicon definitions for the 
approved nomenclature to Geoff Warrington for consideration.  
 
Devonian Special Report still requires a proposal from JM for the web-based model.  
 
JG announced is intention to stand down as Publications Series Editor when the second 
series of the Special Report is complete and requested that the Commission actively 
search for a replacement soon, so that there is opportunity to overlap work. AG thanked 
JG for his excellent efforts over the years. 
 
4.2 Tertiary Special Report   
AG introduced this item, which concerns the issue of the parallel production of the GS 
Special Report and BGS Stratigraphical Framework Report for the Tertiary and the 
potential that they may contain contradictory contents. Chris King has made his draft 
report available for authors of the BGS report to consult. Don Aldiss had compiled a 
helpful statement for the London Basin, circulated prior to the meeting, of where the two 
reports are in agreement or diverge. The differences are relatively minor and in part 
reflect the need for the BGS report to reflect what is shown on their published maps. 
Provided sufficient cross-referencing is made between the reports, no significant problem 
is anticipated in the London Basin.   
 
The main content of this item was a presentation by Andy Newell on his views of the 
lithostratigraphy of the Hampshire Basin, which he admitted were at an earlier stage in 
development than those offered by Don Aldiss. In particular, he identified a lack of 
consistency in geophysical log picks by previous workers and that in the Special Report 
the lower stratigraphy has been extended further to the west, into the Wareham Basin, 
than has previously been the case. Chris King mentioned the importance of not relying on 
correlation of geophysical logs without core and that firmer correlations can be made 
with numerous cored BGS boreholes in the northern part of the basin. MS asked as to 
why the London Clay Formation was so sand-rich. Chris King responded that these 
channel-fill sands are laterally impersistent and the Whitecliffe Bay section is highly 
unusual. PR asked as to if there were any other Tertiary workers other than those 
involved in the two reports who should be involved in discussions. 
 
Chris King indicated that he required a summary from Andy Newell before the beginning 
of September of how the scheme for the Hampshire Basin is likely to differ from the 
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Special Report. It was suggested that a meeting be held at BGS Keyworth to discuss this 
further, with Robert Knox as a neutral Chair. 
 
Action: CW to invite Chris King, Andy Newell and Robert Knox to BGS Keyworth to 
hold a meeting before the end of August to discuss the lithostratigraphy of the Hampshire 
Basin. 
 
Item 5 GSSC Publications 
5.1 GSSAs and GSSPs 
AS had received reviews for the paper from GSA and the comments had been circulated 
to the Commission. One reviewer had rejected the paper and two had requested 
significant amendments. It was suggested by two of the reviewers that demonstration of 
the application of CONOP for a selected Stage would be helpful, and the suggestion that 
the paper was overemphasising the Palaeozoic suggests a Mesozoic or younger Stage 
would be most suitable. AS asked for the Commission’s views as to how to progress with 
this paper. It was suggested that the reviewers had very entrenched attitudes and that we 
should request that other reviewers be identified. DK offered to help with the application 
of CONOP and DC indicated that he had attended one of Peter Sadler’s training courses. 
PB thought that it important that we demonstrate our usage of this technique without the 
help of Peter Sadler to show that the technique is accessible to the wider geological 
community. It was felt that there would be no point sending the manuscript for 
consideration by the Journal of the Geological Society. 
 
Action: All to send feedback on the reviewers’ comments to AS by end June with aim of 
discussing a redraft of the paper for the next Commission meeting. 
 
5.2 Tertiary 
AG introduced this item, indicating that PG and JZ have discussed with ICS the formal 
usage of Tertiary, as proposed by a majority of the Commission in the Geoscientist 2010 
article. The ICS are not unsympathetic to the idea, but require feedback from a broader 
international community of geological societies or national stratigraphical commissions. 
RK did not feel that it was necessary to rewrite the article. It was suggested that only 
those countries with active stratigraphical communities should be contacted, citing 
reference to the article and asking for further debate amongst international societies and 
the ICS. JC suggested limiting contact to those countries with large Tertiary basins. 
 
Action: RK to circulate list of contact details for societies and draft introductory letter. 
All to send comments to RK in time to allow collation of comments before the next 
Commission meeting. 
 
Item 6 Meetings 
6.1 Anthropocene 
CW reported that he had attended the successful meeting at Burlington House on 11th 
May. He reported the intention to produce a volume following on from the meeting and 
suggested possible content, emphasizing the need to distinguish this from the 
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society volume of earlier in 2011. He had been 
asked to be a co-editor, along with JZ, MW and Mike Ellis (BGS) who had convened the 
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meeting. JG offered to help with a submission, if the volume was to be submitted as part 
of the Geological Society Special Report series. 
 
Action: CW to circulate draft proposed content of the Anthropocene volume and 
Commission to comment upon the content and suggest possible authors. 
 
6.2 Strata and Time  
The proposal by David Smith and Robin Bailey for a two-day meeting at Burlington 
House in January 2012 has been provisionally approved by the Science Commission. It 
was felt that the focus on the ‘Stratigraphy Machine’ might be too limiting for a wider 
audience and that there was a need for the focus of the meeting to be more practical.  
 
It was agreed that AG would write on behalf of the Commission to provide feedback to 
Paul Barrett of the Joint Committee of Palaeontology and David Smith. 
 
Action: All to send comments to CW on the Strata & Time meeting proposal, in 
particular on potential speakers. AG to forward comments to Paul Barrett (Joint 
Committee of Palaeontology) and David Smith. 
 
6.3 The first century of isotope geochronology 
The proposal by DC was circulated to the Commission in advance of the meeting and has 
received broad support. The proposal was submitted to the Science Committee on 17th 
May. AS suggested that Durham (and possibly Edinburgh) University were having a 
meeting on this theme and he suggested he contact DC with details. It was also thought 
that the GSA would be holding a session on this topic. CS thought there may be an issue 
with the proposed timing of the meeting. 
 
6.4 Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change 
MS introduced this item by circulating an E-mail he had sent to AG concerning this 
proposal for a 2 day meeting. The aim would be to determine if there are synchronous 
changes of sea-level in the rock record, what are their amplitude and pace and what are 
the driving mechanisms. AG has discussed the proposal with Brian Lovell.  
 
Action: MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to suggesting a joint 
meeting on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. 
 
6.5 Precision in Biostratigraphy 
MS circulated the latest information from Mike Stephenson on a meeting that he had 
proposed under the auspices of the Society’s Petroleum Group. It is intended to be a 2 
day meeting with a provisional date of 16-17th or 17-18th May 2012. MS is keen to 
involve the Commission. AG asked if the proposal had been submitted to the Science 
Committee for approval, but it was assumed not. AC recommended that there be a change 
in title to attract broader interest. AG suggested that this would be a suitable forum for 
AS’s paper that had been submitted to GSA (see Item 5.1) 
 
Item 7 Geoexposures 
JP was unable to attend, but he had compiled a presentation that was used by CW to 
report on recent developments at BGS. BGS IT experts have developed a beta test 
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website that uses the crowd-sourcing tool Ushahidi and Smart Phone technologies to 
allow reporting of temporary exposures. The test programme is currently accessible at 
http://geoexposures.crowdmap.com/main. It uses Google maps to locate and provide a 
short description on a site and include attached photos. The site would sit outside of the 
BGS server and so would not need to be managed by BGS, but submissions could be 
moderated by a BGS geologist. JP has designed a proforma, which had been circulated to 
the Commission in advance of the meeting. Information and images submitted to the site 
are not subject to copyright, but acknowledgment of the original submission would be 
encouraged if used in subsequent publications. It would be intended to launch the site 
with articles in Geoscientist, PGA and YGS, CIRIA and BGS website. AC indicated that 
she would be keen to advertise via Open University. 
 
PR requested that the proforma include information on how long the temporary exposure 
will be open for and contact details for the site owner. It was envisaged that there could 
be a situation where a site may be subject to swarms of visitors and that the site access 
could eventually be blocked for serious scientific investigation. Chris King mentioned 
that he had initiated the proposal via RK, but he had envisaged that the information 
would be circulated by some form of alert filtering amongst specialists. It was suggested 
that opinions should be sought from the engineering community. It was thought that the 
initiative would be something that earth science departments should encourage their 
students to use. 
 
Item 8 BGS Stratigraphy Committee 
CW provided an update on progress of the SFC reports as outlined in a document 
circulated before the meeting. He reported that his project funds had been (?temporarily) 
frozen, so that officially no progress had occurred either in writing reports or pushing 
reports through BGS Publications since 1st April. This could have significant implications 
for the discussion on the Tertiary report (see Item 4.2). 
 
The main positive development was that the Carboniferous (northern Britain) report was 
now published and available for free download from 
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/downloads/browse.cfm?sec=1&cat=2 . The Quaternary (Onshore), 
Quaternary (Offshore), Lithodemic (intrusive) and Lithodemic (metamorphic), Lower 
Palaeozoic rocks of northern England and Ordovician-Silurian of Wales reports are with 
BGS Publications. The Mid Jurassic Report has been reviewed by PR and JC on behalf of 
the Commission, and Mark Barron has dealt with corrections. CW had circulated prior to 
the meeting a response from the authors of the Ordovician-Silurian of Wales report on the 
reviewer’s comments. It was hoped that the Sherwood Sandstone Group report would be 
available for review by the Commission in time for the October meeting. MH and Mike 
Bowman at University Manchester were suggested. 
 
Item 9 Any other business 
9.1 JZ had circulated prior to the meeting a document based upon the Rawson et al. 
Stratigraphical Procedures handbook. He has suggested that this could be the framework 
for developing a revised handbook if the Commission were interested. It was suggested 
that in JZ’s absence that this should be discussed fully at the next meeting. 
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9.2 CW reported a communication he had received from PG that the SQS has had 
confirmation that the Calabrian (second stage of the Pleistocene) has been accepted by 
ICS and has been forwarded to IUGS for ratification.  
 
Item 10 Date of next meeting 
Next meeting: 12 noon, Wednesday 19th October 2011, Council Room 
 
Future meetings:  12 noon, Wednesday 8th February 2012, Council Room 
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 
Action (ongoing): All to look at the Commission website and suggest additions, 
especially related to the section on British GSSPs. 
 
Action (ongoing): All to send their views to JZ on the impact on geosciences of Impact 
Factors. JZ to compile comments and draft a short piece for submission to Geoscientist. 
 
Action (ongoing): JZ to forward the paper on “Chronostratigraphy and geochronology: 
a proposed realignment” to all members. 
 
Action (ongoing): JZ to contact Brian Pratt (chair of ISSC) for guidance on how to 
progress a decision on usage of Ma .v. myr. 
 
Action (ongoing): RK to draft a further manuscript on the Tertiary, including an 
international perspective as to how the term is used outside the UK.  
 
Action (ongoing): JZ to produce some ideas as what topics could be addressed at a future 
meeting on episodes of stasis.  
 
Action (ongoing): JM to prepare a paper on behalf of the Commission on the Ma. vs 
myr. Issue (and for Ka vs kyr).   
 
Action: CW to invite Chris King, Andy Newell and Robert Knox to BGS Keyworth to 
hold a meeting before the end of August to discuss the lithostratigraphy of the Hampshire 
Basin. 
 
Action: All to send feedback on the reviewers’ comments to AS by end June with aim of 
discussing a redraft of the paper for the next Commission meeting. 
 
Action: RK to circulate list of contact details for societies and draft introductory letter. 
All to send comments to RK in time to allow collation of comments before the next 
Commission meeting. 
 
Action: CW to circulate draft proposed content of the Anthropocene volume and 
Commission to comment upon the content and suggest possible authors. 
 
Action: All to send comments to CW on the Strata & Time meeting proposal, in 
particular on potential speakers. AG to forward comments to Paul Barrett (Joint 
Committee of Palaeontology) and David Smith. 
 
Action: MS, AG and Brian Lovell to contact the GSA with a view to suggesting a joint 
meeting on the topic of Causes of ancient eustatic sea-level change. 
 


